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One Year Hence:  

Communities are at the Heart of Agata COVID-19 Initiatives  
Agata programs benefit some 10,000 families and 4,000 scholars 

 

  
Agata employees pack vegetables for relief distribution in Agusan del Norte as part of its COVID-19 initiatives. 
The company sourced vegetables from host Santiago Municipality’s farmers in order to support local livelihood. 
 

Tubay, Agusan del Norte / May 2020 – It has been more than a year ago since the World Health Organization 

(WHO) declared COVID-19 as global pandemic. This deadly virus triggered devastating economic and social 

disruption as it shuttered business establishments and affected millions with death and disease.  By the end 

of the first quarter in 2020, the Philippines was likewise left vulnerable to the effects of COVID-19.  
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In active response to the needs of the community, Agata Mining Ventures Inc. remained committed more than 

ever to serving its stakeholders by rolling-out projects that aimed to mitigate the negative impacts of the 

pandemic.  

 

COVID-19 initiatives 

At the onset of the pandemic, the company distributed various Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs) from 

Manila as part of its immediate response to the needs of medical frontliners in the Mindanao region.   

 

Along with mother company, TVI Resource Development Philippines Inc. (TVIRD), Agata distributed critical 

PPEs: N95 face masks, face shields and surgical and examination gloves to protect frontliners, including local 

government personnel, medical workers, police, civilian volunteers and checkpoint personnel. 

 

It also provided relief to more than 10,000 families in its respective areas and sourced majority of its fresh 

vegetables from farmers and other goods from local establishments.  The company’s initiative did not only 

address food shortage but also provided a source of income for local producers.  

 

Aside from directly supporting the livelihood of farmers and fisherfolks, Agata also aided its communities by 

capacitating its people with new skills.  The company’s Mabakas Techno Demo Farm provided scholarships 

and trainings for the locals, bringing its total number of scholars since 2018 to almost 4,000. 

 

The National Certificate courses at Mabakas are funded by the company’s Social Development and 

Management Program (SDMP) funds and conducted in partnership with the country’s Technical Education 

and Skills Development Authority (TESDA).  These courses also aim to help the graduates obtain alternative 

livelihood and tap economic opportunities despite the pandemic. 

 

Agata extended additional assistance to displaced students by providing school equipment to enable them to 

study from home. The company distributed heavy-duty photocopiers and paper supplies to partners Barangay 

Tinigbasan National High School and Elementary School, Barangay Lawigan Elementary School and 

Kauswagan De Oro Elementary School in Barangay E. Morgado. 

 

A reliable partner 

Today, Agata continues to performs its role in building communities as it creates employment opportunities for 

the general welfare of its stakeholders.  During the pandemic, the company recruited a total of 78 new 

personnel – majority of whom are from Caraga.  

 

“I am thankful that despite COVID-19 I am able to get a new job.  I know it is not easy to be employed, given 

our situation now,” stated Precious Erap, resident of Butuan – a newly-hired purchaser at Agata. 
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Dareem Angob, a resident of Santiago Municipality of this province, expressed that her ‘acquired knowledge’ 

from the Mabakas Organic Farming course, which she took during the pandemic, is very useful and that she 

now has a vegetable garden right at her doorstep.  

 

Agata likewise promotes organic backyard gardening as an alternative source of food and income during the 

lockdown.  It also conducts regular information and education campaigns on COVID-19 to keep the 

communities abreast of health protocols.  

 

Driven by its philosophy of “Starting it right, keeping the end in mind,” Agata continues to operate responsibly 

throughout the pandemic while ensuring the integrity of both the community and its natural environment.  It 

also continues to create new innovations that conserve natural resources as well as pave the way for the 

people’s progress – all for a sustainable future.                                                            

 

*******                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

                                                                                                           

Press photos:                                

 

 
1 Community Relations Manager Jonathan Bañez leads Agata’s COVID-19 relief operations and 

personally distributed organic vegetables as well as rice, noodles and canned goods.  
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2 Jessie Robas, Head Teacher of Kauswagan De Oro Elementary School, is assisted by Agata 

personnel in unboxing the photocopy machine and other supplies for its beneficiary school.  The new 
equipment is intended to produce material that will help students study from home. 
 
 

 
3 Agusan del Norte PDRRMC receives COVID-19 Kits that include rubber boots, alcohol, face shields, 

face masks, gloves, and water supplies.   
 
 

 
4 Ailene Ruaya is one of the scholars of Agata who graduated in the middle of pandemic. The company 

supported youth scholars to complete their respective bachelor's degrees in Mining Engineering, 
Forestry Science, Geodetic Engineering, and Environmental Science. 
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About TVI in the Philippines 

TVI Resource Development Philippines Inc. (“TVIRD”), is the local affiliate of TVI Pacific Inc. (TSX: TVI), a 

publicly-listed Canadian mining company focused on the exploration, development and production of 

precious and base metals from district-scale, large-system, high-margin projects located in the Philippines.  

Concurrent ownership of ventures is shared with partner company, Prime Resource Holdings Inc. 

   

The commercial operations of Agata Mining Ventures Inc. (AMVI) mark the third successful mining project 

that TVIRD brought on-stream in a period of 10 years.  The company is committed to exploration and mining 

practices that promote transparency, responsible stewardship of the environment, and the inalienable rights 

to life, dignity, and sustainable development of its host communities. 

 

 

Contacts:  

 

Kaycee Crisostomo     Daisy Jane Apit     

Marketing and Corporate Communications Director Communications Officer 

TVI Resource Development Philippines Inc.  Agata Mining Ventures Inc. 

Email: kaycee.crisostomo@tvird.com.ph    Email: daisy.apit@agata.mining.com.ph   

Phone:  +63 2 8728-8491 ext. 103   Mobile: +63 917 816-8336 

Mobile: +63 917 579-1528     

Fax:    +63 2 8728-8515      
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