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Carving an Ecotourism Hub for the Future:  
Agata Plants 500 Pine Trees on Valentine's Day  

Agata employees and contractor personnel plant Benguet Pine in mined-out upland areas 
 

Pine forest. Agata employees and contractors planted Benguet Pine Tree seedlings on Mine Area 6 Central 
as part of the final rehabilitation of the area. Agata is known for its ridge-to-reef environmental program that 
consists of upland reforestation that runs parallel with the preservation of its protected marine sanctuaries. 
 

Tubay, Agusan del Norte / March 2021 – Agata celebrated this year's Valentine's Day with a twist – a tree-

planting activity to promote love for mother nature and taking care of one’s health.  Dubbed "Plant for Love," 

the initiative was participated by 60 Agata employees and contractor personnel who planted 500 Benguet Pine 

seedlings for the final rehabilitation of its Mine Area 6 Central area.   
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The activity was initiated by the company’s Environment and Safety & Health Departments and kicked-off early 

in the morning of Valentine’s Day with a Zumba session. 

 

Company physician Dr. Sheldon Cosadio emphasized how important it is to take care of one’s self during the 

short program after the activity: “In order to give love, it must start from within. So you have to love yourself 

first,” Cosadio shared.  

 

He added that physical and mental health should be given importance in the workplace and discussed ways 

on how to take care of one's health during the pandemic.  

 

Harmony with nature 

Agata continues to actively pursue excellence and continuous improvement in the areas of safety & health and 

environmental management.  For 2020, Agata achieved over 20 million man-hours with no Lost Time due to 

Accidents (LTAs) while fulfilling its extensive environmental commitments to its communities. 

 

Forester Jesnar Villareal said that the trees planted in the area are intended to be part of a pine forest that will 

be one of the highlights of Agata’s future ecotourism park. The company already previously planted Agoho, 

Flemengia, Guava, Giant Bamboo, Guyabano, Indigo, Ipil-ipil, Lanzones, Mangium, Marang, Narra, Pagoha, 

Rambutan and Rensonii.  

 

Agata is the first Philippine mining company to adapt thematic landscaping and the ecotourism concept into 

its rehabilitation program.  

 

It is likewise known for its effective and innovative environmental management programs, part of which is the 

proper utilization of its Environmental Protection and Enhancement Program (EPEP) budget, totaling close to 

Php79 million in 2020.  

 

Agata EPEP projects include the progressive rehabilitation of mined-out areas, landscaping and maintenance, 

reforestation and the National Greening Program, plantation maintenance, buffer zone management, erosion 

control / slope stabilization and seedling production, and the improvement and expansion of its central and 

satellite nurseries, among others. 

 

The program also includes the management of its coastal and other resources: the maintenance of its 

protected sanctuary, waste management, hazardous waste storage and maintenance, air quality monitoring, 

maintenance of pollution control devices and causeway site maintenance.    

 

Harmony with the community 

The EPEP is also implemented in partnership with Agata’s Indigenous Cultural Communities, particularly the 

establishment of its nursery as well as the establishment and maintenance of plantations.  Currently, Agata 
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has already established the Mapaso Tribal Group-AgroForestry Farm and the Capilitan Clan Abaca and 

Rubber Plantation located in Barangay La Paz and E. Morgado, respectively, both in Santiago Municipality of 

this province.  

 

Agata’s transformative mining rehabilitation, which aims to create an Agroforestry and Ecotourism Hub for the 

future, is programmed under the Land Resource Management component of its EPEP.  This environmental 

attraction will have seven vast areas that will plant specific crops and trees: various fruits and vegetables, 

bananas, coconuts, papayas and pineapples, different tree species, a protected forest and a pine forest.  

 

Guided by its philosophy of “Starting it right, keeping the end in mind,” Agata’s transformative programs are 

geared towards improving not only the natural environment but also the socio-economic condition of its 

beneficiary communities.  It is further enabled by sustainable projects that go beyond the life of mine.  

                                                                                                     

*******                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                   

  

Press photos:                                

 

  
1 Forester Jesnar Villareal gives instructions on how to properly plant Benguet Pine Tree seedlings using 

organic ameliorants – a natural fertilizer made of coconut husk, food and animal waste, and vermicast 
to improve soil quality for efficient and effective rehabilitation.  
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2 Employees and contractors gather at the tail-end of their Valentine’s Day activity. Earlier in the day, 

the participants had to walk for about 30 minutes to arrive at the planting area.   
 
 

 
3 Agata employees give high fives as a sign of commitment to support, protect and nurture love for 

nature.  
 
 

About TVI in the Philippines 

TVI Resource Development Philippines Inc. (“TVIRD”), is the local affiliate of TVI Pacific Inc. (TSX: TVI), a 

publicly-listed Canadian mining company focused on the exploration, development and production of 

precious and base metals from district-scale, large-system, high-margin projects located in the Philippines.  

Concurrent ownership of ventures is shared with partner company, Prime Resource Holdings Inc. 
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The commercial operations of Agata Mining Ventures Inc. (AMVI) mark the third successful mining project 

that TVIRD brought on-stream in a period of 10 years.  The company is committed to exploration and mining 

practices that promote transparency, responsible stewardship of the environment, and the inalienable rights 

to life, dignity, and sustainable development of its host communities. 

 

 

Contacts:  

 

Kaycee Crisostomo     Daisy Jane Apit     

Marketing and Corporate Communications Director Communications Officer 

TVI Resource Development Philippines Inc.  Agata Mining Ventures Inc. 

Email: kaycee.crisostomo@tvird.com.ph    Email: daisy.apit@agata.mining.com.ph   

Phone:  +63 2 8728-8491 ext. 103   Mobile: +63 917 816-8336 

Mobile: +63 917 579-1528     

Fax:    +63 2 8728-8515      
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