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Beyond Compliance: Agata Adheres to Excellence  

in Recent TSHES Audit 
TVIRD’s Agata garners high TSHES scores and remains “the gold standard” 

 
  

 
Safety first. Agata takes after TVIRD’s vigilance and excellent track record in occupational health and safety 
as well as its environmental and social programs.  (In photo): Agata Emergency Response Team volunteers 
conduct one of several safety drills at the mine site. 
 
Metro Manila, Philippines / June 2022 – “In the country’s dynamic extractives and mineral development 

industry, going for mere compliance is simply not enough.  Today’s mining companies are now measured by 

how closely they adhere to excellence – and so Agata takes daily strides in line of this pursuit. 

 

Agata Mining Ventures Inc., a nickel laterite joint venture project of TVI Resource Development Philippines Inc. 

(TVIRD) and MRL Nickel Philippines Inc., once again successfully garnered high scores in the recently 

concluded Tenement, Safety, Health, Environment and Social Development (TSHES) Audit initiated by the 

DENR’s Mines and Geosciences Bureau Regional Office XIII last month. 
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The TSHES Audit Team was composed of the highly qualified members from MGB Region XIII: Elicito S. 

Escuyos for the Social Development component, Roland Joie Geli for the Safety and Health component, Darius 

M. Wenceslao and Shaira Irica D. Barol for the Tenement component, and Enjie G. Pacillos-Canete for the 

Environment component. 

 

High priority 

The company’s success in the recent audit is testament that it takes compliance seriously and holds its 

environmental priority in the highest regard.  It also highlighted Agata’s preparedness in organizing the 

necessary documents, requirements and evidence to support its achievements, daily operations and 

implementation of mandated laws.  

 

MGB 13 stated that Agata remains “the gold standard of compliance amongst its counterparts in the mining 

capital of the Philippines, the Caraga Region,” as the agency concluded the audit and released no significant 

negative findings. 

 

Good track record 

As early as seven years ago, Agata has participated in the audit pioneered as MGB’s innovative “score card” 

process – a new, law-based validation method that serves as basis for the team to draw conclusions and 

recommendations in the area of TSHES.  Moreover, these new score cards are composed of standards and 

legal provisions that correspond to a points-based system to rate each company’s performance. 

 

Agata received positive feedback in the random audit of mining companies in the CARAGA Region and was 

commended by the agency’s 2015 auditing team.  The audit was conducted through the MGB’s Mining 

Environment and Safety Division (MESD), which is mandated to oversee the development and nationwide 

implementation of SHES components for mining and quarrying companies.   

 

The activity also marked the first visit of the central office team in Region XIII to carefully assess if mining 

companies are strictly following government guidelines in properly managing their respective programs. 

 

The team commended AMVI for being vigilant in complying with the requirements set by the MGB and was 

happy to see several positive practices and programs being implemented by the company.  

 

As for the succeeding audits, they hope to see the company implement all the recommendations of the TSHES 

Audit Team and continue its current record – and even positively exceeding expectations in the promotion of 

responsible mining practices. 

 

Key AMVI officers presented their respective data on the company’s health and safety programs, 

environmental management initiatives and Social Development Management Program (SDMP).   

 



 

Doc. No. AMVI-FOR-SM-021 

Revision No. 01 Effectivity Date: 2021 

 

Uncontrolled when printed | Page 3 

The team thoroughly examined AMVI’s facilities, structures, procedures and protocols, safety equipment, first-

aid supplies and medicines. It also looked into the company’s emergency preparedness procedures and 

emergency response training programs. 

 

Also appraised were AMVI’s environment protection and mitigation measures as well as SDMP implementation 

and accomplishments that benefit its host and neighboring communities.  The resulting data was finally 

consolidated into a final report and recommendations for the company. 

 

******* 

 

 
Press photos 
  

  
1 The TSHES Team inspects the Agata mining area and its ongoing progressive rehabilitation activities 

during the recent audit, which also thoroughly examined the company’s facilities, structures, 

procedures and protocols as well as safety equipment. 
 
 

 
2 Agata SDMP projects proved to be sustainable and support traditional livelihood like farming and 

fishing in the open sea.  Fisherfolks associations and some of the main beneficiaries of the company’s 
SDMP program in the host coastal municipalities of Tubay, Jabonga and Santiago. 
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3 The team visited Lawigan Elementary School – one of Agata’s institutional partners and beneficiary of 

its SDMP.  The company has supported both educational programs and skills development in the 
communities. 
 
 

 
4 The joint Agata and TSHES Team regroup in one of the mine site view decks overlooking the 

causeway and clean waters. 
 
 
 

About TVI in the Philippines 
TVI Resource Development Philippines Inc. (“TVIRD”), is the local affiliate of TVI Pacific Inc. (TSX: TVI), a 
publicly-listed Canadian mining company focused on the exploration, development and production of precious 
and base metals from district-scale, large-system, high-margin projects located in the Philippines.  Concurrent 
ownership of ventures is shared with partner company, Prime Resource Holdings Inc. 
   
The commercial operations of Agata Mining Ventures Inc. (AMVI) mark the third successful mining project that 
TVIRD brought on-stream in a period of 10 years.  With its Balabag Gold-Silver Project coming online, the 
company remains committed to exploration and mining practices that promote   transparency, responsible 
stewardship of the environment, and the inalienable rights to life, dignity, and sustainable development of its 
host communities. 
 
www.tvird.com.ph  

 
 

http://www.tvird.com.ph/
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Contacts:  
 
Kaycee Crisostomo  
Corporate Communications Director   
TVI Resource Development Philippines Inc.    
Email: kaycee.crisostomo@tvird.com.ph        
Phone:  +63 2 8728-8491      
Mobile: +63 917 579-1528     
Fax:    +63 2 8728-8515     
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